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Poem 5
[bookmark: _GoBack]Catullus in poem 5 writes about his passionate love for the woman named Lesbia. The poem seems to be directly addressed to Lesbia asking her to return back his love before death hits. In the first line, Catullus starts by saying “Let us live, my Lesbia, and let us love” this is an invitation for her to enjoy their love while they are alive. He proceeds to ask her to ignore the rumors at a “penny’s fee.” This shows that their love was passionate and was getting numerous slanders from people around, which he advises her to ignore. According to Catullus, death is the only scare to their love as days can come and go but “once our light has set, we must sleep in the dark forever” (Catullus 5.2). He also equates his love for her with endless kisses which the envious people would find hard to count and hard to judge their love. “so that no one can cast an evil eye on us through knowing the number of our kisses.
Catullus style
There are various aspects of Catullus’s style of writing which are evident in the poem. One of the major themes in the poem is love. Just like other poems that Catullus dedicated to Lesbia, the theme of passionate love dominates the poem. In the first line, he tells her "let us live, my Lesbia, and let us, love." This shows that Catullus is willing to show his passionate affection towards Lesbia as much as he is alive. The poem also shows the significance of love to the life of Catullus. Love seems to be the principal experience and what he is living for. He asks her to live and love. He is willing to live for the love before the greatest scare of his love, which is death comes. Catullus also often referred to his enemies in his poems. As he expresses his love to Lesbia, he also acknowledges the various slanders from who he refers to “rumors of stern old men.” 
Catullus uses the Neoteric poetry style. The various characteristics of the style are evident in poem 5. The poem is an example of a short poem that is based on the basic idea of love which is the principal theme. The themes also change from private feelings to public emotions about their love. He talks about the idea of life and death by mentioning “brief light” and Perpetual night which refer to life and death respectively. He talks about an "evil" eye which is the bad response or slander that their love received. The verses in the poems are refined with short and careful composition. The original composition included the use of a defined number of eleven syllables in each line, the hendecasyllabic metre. This is also evident in most of the poems by Catullus. 
The poem can also be a great reflection of Catullus's beliefs and the beliefs held by society during his time. In the poem, Catullus's greatest scare is death described as a perpetual light. This shows his pessimistic view of the idea of life after death. However, most Romans living at the time may find this belief contradictory to what they believed in as the idea of an afterlife was generally accepted during the time. He also describes life as a “brief light” showing that he does not hope to live for long.
Catullus also mentions the “evil eye” in the poem also shows the beliefs of the people on witchcraft. This seems to be a generally adopted belief especially if the evil person knows the number relating to the victim. In this case, he asks Lesbia to give him countless kisses so that an evil eye can’t be cast on them based on the count of the kisses. Just like in other poems, Catullus also shows to believe in having enemies, which he also references as people slandering their love. In line 2, he says that “and count all the rumors of stern old men at a “penny's fee” (Catullus 5.2). 
The name of his love, Lesbia is also believed to have been derived from Clodia. She was a woman from an illustrious patrician family and also Ceaser’s supporter. The rumors referenced in the second and third lines would hence be rumors emanating from the Roman Senate about the affair he was having with the woman he references as Lesbia. He asks her to ignore all the gossips going on around the Senate so they can get to spend more time together. 
The poem was a good choice for this assignment for various reasons. The poem is among the very first which Catullus addresses to Lesbia. This is a major basis for the development of the theme of love which also spreads through other poems. Through the poem, Catullus also introduces Lesbia through her name. The poem also shows his disregard for Roman rule at the time. He urges his lover to ignore all the gossip that possibly comes from the people in the Roman Senate. It shows an example of Catullus casting himself outside the Roman upper class. It is also a spontaneous rebellion from him from the ruling class which he depicts in other poems. The woman he introduces as Lesbia also references in many other poems. In poem 69, Catullus decides to take an aim at another man named Rufus who had an affair with Lesbia (Catullus 69.1). Rufus was among the men in the Roman upper class who he considers as his love rival.
